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EVALUATE 
Judgment about a work of art must be based on an informed opinion. Once you have really 

seen everything about the work of art, you are in a position to judge it. Ideally, judgment has 

nothing to do with personal preference but is based on the consideration as to the success of 

the work of the artist to achieve what he or she intended to express.   

(Judging a painting is a natural thing, and in most cases cannot be avoided.  It is important to 

separate whether you like something or not verses whether it is successful in terms of artist 

intention.)
· Your assessment activity:  Make a judgment about whether the artist’s meaning was communicated. During the class power point presentation, you will share the evaluation of your selected artwork by synthesizing your description, analysis, interpretation and write an informed judgment about your selected piece 

· Reflect on your notes as to how the artist’s choices achieved his or purpose/intent—start with a brief description of the work, add your analysis of the work and how this contributed to your interpretation. 

· Conclude with an evaluation of whether or not the artist successfully “said” what they wanted to say or communicated an idea to us.
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Here’s an example: 


 successfully conveys a message of alarm.  We ask ourselves, “Is the character screaming?  Or is the figure covering his ears to shut out the screams of others?”


beauty norm in Columbia?  I thought people were starving in that part of the world.  By forcing me to think about these questions, Botero has made me reflect but I don’t think he has successfully told me his story or communicated his ideas.  

The scoring rubric should help you with ideas too, it’s attached—how would you evaluate the two examples sited above?

If you have further questions, please see me for help………

If you’re ready, write your response below.  (Let’s be like Hemingway and keep it short and pertinent.) 

Here Comes the Judge……
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Munch’s


“The Scream”


Can you see how  description, analysis and interpretation were synthesized for an evaluation?





The use of color and wavy brushstrokes has been used to depict the mood of the subject. Complimentary red and green create tension and a sense of disorder, which helps to underline the expression on the figure. The green hue of the character's face and his grey clothing is symbolic of sickness and death. The red, uneven sky creates a sense of alarm, and makes us feel uneasy. This lone, distorted figure stands on a bridge clutching his ears, his eyes and mouth open wide.   Munch 





Munch employs wavy brushstrokes to emphasise the situation that the character is feeling. Bold, curved strokes in the sky and .








Botero’s


“Mona Lisa”


Both evaluations are from ALC students in regard to a “Why do artists distort the human figure” unit.





The clothes, the pose and the smile, let me know that Botero was inspired by DaVinci’s “Mona Lisa.”  But unlike Leonardo’s ageless beauty, this woman’s shape is fattened to fill the space.  You have to ask yourself, “Why would a Columbian artist copy a well-known portrait and make the subject fat?”  Is “fat” a 








